chapter XXIII
PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE
O
N April 4th, 1932, a Bill introducing a new constitution
in the Philippine Islands was passed by the House of
Representatives at Washington. The Bill provides for the
creation or a Commonwealth with a life of eight years and eventu-
ally the 'establishment of a separate republic.   By its passage
in the House the spirit of independent nationalism that is to-day
an integral part of the Filipino's existence was brought a step
nearer realization.
The status of independence which the Filipinos were too
late to obtain by force from Spain owing to the intervention of
the Spanish-American War was demanded from America as an.
act of justice, as the fulfilment of repeated promises, and as the
reward of over thirty years of diligent apprenticeship. Since
1898 great changes have come about. Living at that period in
the atmosphere of retarded progress which accompanied the
Spanish regime the Filipinos lacked both knowledge and
experience. A Filipino Republic in 1898 would have proved
tempestuous and unavailing. To-day—or perhaps to-morrow—
it could be initiated with every hope of success.
No traveller to the Philippine Islands can fail to be struck by
the intelligence and charm of the educated Filipinos. They take
their place with ease and dignity in the administrative and social
life of the capital Their womenkind are refined, modest, and
;often very pretty. The entertainments of Manila, at which
Americans and Filipinos mix on terms of equality and friendship,
are devoid of the noisy vulgarity that is unfortunately so often in
evidence elsewhere in the Far East.
There are three factors on which depends the question of
Philippine independence—(i) the intense nationalist sentiment
of the Filipinos ; (2) the undisputed desire and intention of tlie
. United States .Government to fulfil their promises at the earliest
^possible moment compatible with responsibility ; and (3)-the;
future economic situation of the Islands. The existing status-^
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